
IS THIS VALUABLE OR
CAN I DISPOSE OF IT? 
HELPFUL TIPS. IT’S ALL ABOUT WASTE.
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PAGES FULL OF SMART IDEAS.

Good for you that you live at WBM. So you get to enjoy the many benefits of a large public 
housing association. One example: our series of helpful guides. They are meant to provide 

you, our tenants, with useful and valuable advice on how you can improve your living 
space and your quality of life overall, how to avoid problems and save money. Today we are 
dealing with waste (or call it rubbish) – a typical everyday issue. On the following pages we 
will show you how you can avoid generating waste, separate it properly and save money. 

That’s great for you as well as for our environment and climate. 

Contact: Martina Kubisch
Corporate Communication
Dircksenstraße 38 , 10178 Berlin
Phone: 030. 2471 4169
info@wbm.de
www.wbm.de

Version: 12/2015
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Don’t buy rubbish. The less waste you accumulate in your household, the better it is for the 
environment, and also for your operating costs. So please be especially mindful to generate as 
little waste as you can. Sometimes that’s easier than you think.

AVOIDING WASTE

THERE’S NO WAY THAT WILL GO 
INTO MY BAG!
Off we go, and avoid accumulating waste 
even before we go out to shop. Take your 
own shopping bags or totes with you and 
dispense with plastic bags at the store. If you 
can, it’s preferable to buy fresh food. That’s 

not only healthier, but it also saves you a lot of 
packaging waste. By the way, you can dispose 
of superfluous external packaging right in 
the store. Reusable packaging and refill packs 
also help you avoid generating waste. You can 
probably think of many more ways. Have fun 
shopping conscientiously!
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HOUSEHOLD WASTE 
IS RESIDUAL WASTE

A lot less belongs in the so-called household waste bin than you think. Ever since waste separa-
tion and recycling have been helping protect our environment, only residual waste goes into the 
grey bin. That means no paper, no glass containers, no recyclables, no organic waste and natural-
ly no hazardous materials or special waste. If you are mindful of all this when you’re separating 
your waste, you’re not only helping the environment, you’re also being good to your purse.
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GET OUT OF THE GREY AREA
A while ago we had some experienced Berlin 
trash collectors show us how much inappro-
priate waste, on average, lands in the grey 
bin. Although most Berliners are assiduous in 
separating their waste, it is amazing how little 
actual residual waste there is. For the most 
part, one finds recyclables here. In second 
place, but nonetheless a large amount, there 
is paper and cardboard as well as bottles and 
glass containers. Even organic wastes can 
be found in this „grey area“. Now, do you see 
what else you can find in the grey bin? Savings 
potential! Most people still think of household 
and residual waste as being the largest share 
of waste. Now we know better. And by having 
specific waste containers in the kitchen, waste 
separation is now easy and clean. We wish you 
lots of success with your waste separation and 
saving on your running costs!!

WHAT GOES INTO THE GREY BIN?

RESIDUAL WASTE:
• Sanitary products
• Toilet paper
• Nappies
• Dust bags
• Refuse, sweepings
• Ashes and contents of ashtrays
• Animal litter
• Wallpaper
• Dishes
• Photographs
• Paper, soiled or laminated
• Foil and film, soiled
• Paint, dried up
• Mirrors and window panes

RESIDUAL WASTE - IT’S LESS THAN YOU MAY THINK

TIP: SEPARATING SAVES ON 
OPERATING COSTS.
Did you actually know that the disposal of 
the residual waste in the grey container is 
substantially more expensive than it is for 
recyclable materials and organic waste? 
Therefore, if various forms of recyclable 
waste are properly disposed of, that also 
brings down the operating costs for the 
rubbish collection services.
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REC YCLABLE MATERIALS
ORANGE IS ALSO YELLOW.
Recyclable materials are becoming an ever 
greater share of waste, even in private house-
holds. Just about everything is packaged in 
plastic: electrical devices, sausages, cheese, 
fruits and vegetables. Here a bag, there another 
bag. Even advertising brochures and flyers 
are shrink-wrapped in film. And almost all 
containers are now made of plastic, metal or 
composite materials. In your daily purchases, 
this is often unavoidable. That’s why, since 2013 
the orange bin partners with the yellow bin in 
collecting these reusable materials that can be 
recycled. This way, old packages and bags turn 
into new packages and bags.

FOR THE SAKE OF THE ENVIRONMENT.
Whether orange or yellow, by using the bins for 
reusable materials, you can effect a consider-

able reduction in your household waste and 
ensure thatthere is more recycling. Thus, val-
uable raw materials can be conserved andthe 
CO2 emissions for new production significantly 
decreased. Environmental protection starts in 
your own home. And it’s really child’s play..

TIP: AVOID WASTE AND RECYCLE 
REUSABLE MATERIALS
• Of course, the best way to avoid 

generating waste and to protect the 
environment and the climate is with 
multi-use items. 

• Make it a point to buy returnable deposit 
bottles, which can be reused. 

• A little tip: Wine, milk and juices – even 
yoghurt – are available in returnable 
bottles and jars.
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Attention: Since 2013, plastics, metals and 
composite materials that could previously 
only be deposited in the yellow bins can now 
be tossed into the orange bin. It means that 
now there’s even more space for recyclable 
reusable materials. Batteries, energy-saver 
lamps, electrical devices, textiles, data storage 
devices, wood … no longer belong in the 
orange bin. Please dispose of these items at 

the recycling centres, in retail stores or via 
bulk rubbish collection. You can find more 
on this subject on the following pages of this 
brochure. 
And if you’re not entirely sure what you should 
be disposing of and where, you can get all the 
relevant information on the web pages of the 
Berlin waste disposal companies at  
www.bsr.de and www.alba.info.

WHAT GOES INTO THE ORANGE BIN?

METALS, E. G.:
• Beverage cans
• Food tins
• Bottle caps
• Pots, cutlery
• Tools
• Screws, bolts
• Aluminium foil
• Aluminium shells, trays

COMPOSITE MATERIALS, E. G.:
• Beverage cartons
• Coffee vacuum packaging

WHAT GOES INTO THE YELLOW BIN?

PLASTICS, E. G.:
• Yoghurt cups
• Margarine tubs
• Plastic bottles
• Watering cans
• Plastic keys
• Toys
• Foils, films, e. g. wrapping foil, plastic bags
• Foamed plastic, e. g.
• Styrofoam shells for food

BECAUSE YOU’RE WORTH IT.
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PAPER GOES BLUE.

YOUR PAPERS PLEASE!
Thanks to you! Because you throw your used 
paper into the blue bin, more trees stay 
alive every year than there are in the entire 
Grunewald. Paper can be recycled about 
5 times and saves forests from excessive 
deforestation. Every time you take a walk 
to the blue bin, you ensure that less wood 
is used for the production of paper. Be very 
consistent in separating waste paper from the 
residual waste. Regardless if it’s the daily paper, 
the flour bag, egg packages or cartons: Every 
single piece of paper that can be recycled 
is good for our environment. When you buy 
paper goods, be mindful of 100 % recycled 
paper bearing the blue environmental angel. 
We wish you great relaxation on your next 
stroll through the Grunewald and other green 
forests!

USING THE BLUE BIN. TIPS IN 
BLACK AND WHITE:
• Please tear up cartons, so as to save 

space in blue bin.
• Soiled food packaging, wallpaper scraps, 

hygienic paper and laminated papers go 
into the household waste bin

• Juice cartons belong in the reusable 
materials bin.

• Well-preserved old books make great gifts 
or donations

WHAT GOES INTO THE BLUE BIN?

PAPER, z. B.:
• Newspapers
• Magazines
• Brochures/flyers
• Cartons
• Books
• Egg cartons
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GLASSRECYCLING
IN COLOUR OR WHITE.

CHEERS TO GLASS!
For most people it has been a matter of 
course since the 1970’s to recycle glass waste. 
That allows for this essential raw material, 
that is 100% recyclable, to be used for the 
production of new glass bottles and a wide 
variety of glass items. This makes for enormous 
conservation of resources, saves energy and 
lowers CO2 emissions, which are very high in 
the production of new glass. Today, disposing 
of used glass is very convenient. In addition to 
the containers that can be found everywhere 
in the city, two glass bins are available in 
Berlin’s backyards: one for white glass and one 
for coloured glass.

RECYCLING GLASS. THIS IS HOW 
IT’S DONE:
• Only glass containers go into the glass 

bins: bottles and glass jars.
• White glass goes into one bin, while 

coloured glass goes into the other.
• Please remove caps and seals and throw 

them into the reusable materials bin.
• Briefly wash out jam, baby food and 

similar glass containers before tossing 
them.

• Window panes and mirror glass, etc. 
should be disposed of in the household 
waste container.

WHAT GOES INTO THE GLASS BIN?

COLOURED/WHITE GLASS

• Beverage bottles
• Vinegar and oil bottles
• Food preserve jars
• Jam jars
• Baby food jars

By the way: Please do not dispose of your used 
glass late in the evening or at night. That way 
you not only spare nature, but also the nerves of 
your neighbours.
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ORGANIC WASTE – NATURALLY,
IT’S ORGANIC ALL THE WAY.

THIS ALLOWS FOR THE ORGANIC 
CYCLE TO BE CLOSED.
All residential houses in Berlin are furnished 
with organic bins. This is prescribed by the 
Waste Management Act of Berlin. For the cost 
of disposal and utilisation of organic waste 
is very cheap. Food remnants and flowers, 
banana peels and coffee filters … are all pro-
cessed and turned into compost. This in turn is 
used as fertiliser in gardening and agriculture, 
in order to provide fruit, vegetables and plants 
with fertile soil to grow in. As a matter of fact, 
you can also purchase the compost for your 
garden or balcony directly from the Berlin 
recycling centres. Whether of animal or plant 
origin, every household produces a great deal 
of organic waste daily. When properly dis-
posed of, organic waste promotes the growth 
of new nourishment for people and animals. 
Why don’t you close the cycle by making use 
of the brown organic bin?

PLASTIC BAGS DO NOT BE LONG 
IN THE ORGANIC BIN!
• Please wrap your organic waste materials 

in newspaper or kitchen paper. 
• By now there are also biodegradable 

bags that help you with separation and 
disposal. It’s all about organics – isn’t it?

WHAT GOES INTO THE ORGANIC BIN?

ORGANIC WASTE:
• Fruit/vegetable scraps
• Food leftovers (incl. cooked food)
• Tea and coffee filters
• Eggshells
• Flowers
• Garden waste
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HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES FOR 
 WASTES THAT MUST BE DISPOSED  
OF AS HAZARDOUS WASTE: 
• pickling agents 
• wood preservatives, 
• pharmaceutical products, 
• asbestos cement litter, 
• batteries and rechargeable batteries, 
• brake fluid, 
• disinfectants and detergents, 
• fertiliser, 
• energy-saver and fluorescent lamps,
• paint and varnish (not hardened), 
• antifreeze, 
• photographic chemicals, 
• adhesives (not hardened), 
• cosmetics (not dried up), 
• solvents and thinners, 
• motor, transmission and hydraulic oils, 
• oil filters and oil-soaked cleaning rags, 
• crop protection & other pesticides, 
• cleansers and detergents, 
• mercury thermometers, 
• acids and alkalis, 
• spray cans.

PLEASE BRING YOUR SPECIAL WASTE TO 
A RECYCLING CENTRE! 
Some of the waste containing hazardous 
substances, such as batteries and medications 
can also be handed in at the places where they 
were purchased.

HAZARDOUS WASTE – 
SOLUTIONS FOR 
PROBLEMATIC CASES.

NEVER DISPOSE OF THESE ITEMS IN 
THE RUBBISH BIN OR IN THE TOILET!

A DANGER FORESEEN IS HALF 
AVOIDED.
Even though hazardous waste only occurs in 
small amounts in private households, it may 
not be disposed of in any of the waste con-
tainers! It is extremely dangerous to our health 
and the environment. That is why it is also 
referred to as problematic waste, contaminant 
waste, etc.
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BRING HOME STRONG MEN
What to do with old discarded and bulky ob-
jects such as furniture, television sets, mattress-
es, etc.? Clearly, bulk waste does not belong 
on the street. If you’re caught doing that, harsh 
penalties must be paid. Disposal in hallways, 
entryways, cellar corridors and around rubbish 
bins can also cost a pretty penny. The costs 
for removal are allocated to all tenants, which 
doesn’t exactly promote good-neighbourly 
relations. Rather have your bulk refuse picked 
up by strong men. Although it’s not free of 
charge, it does guarantee proper disposal. 
Taking your own bulk refuse (along with other 
waste) to the recycling yards, can save you 
money. Even if it means hiring a car (or van) for 
a short time. The details on the subject of bulk 

refuse, what the removal costs, what is accept-
ed and more about recycling centres can be 
obtained from BSR. Please see the links.

CONTACT INFORMATION
BSR Service-Centre
Phone: 030 7592 - 4900
Mo. – Fr. 7 – 19 o’clock
Sat. 8 –14 o’clock
Or very conveniently
online: www.bsr.de

BULK REFUSE – NO WORRIES
 WE COME AND GET IT.
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TAKE MATTERS INTO YOUR OWN 
HANDS!
If you take hands-on action, it gets even 
cheaper. Bring your bulk refuse, hazardous 
waste (partial), construction waste, green 
waste, electrical appliances, energy-saving 
bulbs … and everything that should not go 
– or doesn’t fit – into the bins directly to one 
of the four recycling centres of the BSR. That is 
free of charge. At some of the centres you can 
even get rid of your hazardous waste. If you 
don’t own your own vehicle, you may want to 
join forces with neighbours and hire a van for a 
cost-efficient waste-disposal car pool.

A TRIP TO THE RECYCLING CENTRE
Such a little “excursion” is not only practical, 
but can be exciting and instructive. When con-

fronted with the sight of the huge mountains 
of waste, many people have been moved to 
ponder whether there could be alternatives 
to simply discarding things. Avoiding waste is 
one thing. We would like to present you with 
other options that you’ll see when you turn 
the page. 

RECYCLING CENTRES
You can find the addresses of the recycling 
centres online at: www.bsr.de

RECYCLING CENTRES – 
BERLIN HAS A BIG HEART
FOR YOUR BIG ITEMS.
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REUSING, DONATE, 
SELL OR SWAP.
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DON’T THROW IT AWAY, TAKE 
ACTION!
You can make other people happy with many 
of the things you don’t need anymore. Or even 
earn money. Time and again, every household 
will have well-maintained items that one no 
longer likes or wants. There’s the small tele-
vision set that had to go to make room for the 
flatscreen TV. The refrigerator that is too small 
for the newly established family. Last season’s 
clothes that have been replaced by the latest 
fashion craze and and and …

MUCH TOO GOOD TO THROW AWAY. 
BUT WHAT SHOULD YOU DO WITH IT?
In your immediate vicinity and on the Internet 
you can find many options to donate, give 
away, swap or sell all the items that you have 
“weeded out” to be discarded. The website 
of the BSR www.bsr.de lists many addresses 
of charity shops and an online swap and 
give away exchange. Many newspapers and 
weeklies offer online and offline opportunities 

to present items. And why don’t you simply 
ask around in your social networks – or in 
a very “ordinary” manner – in your circle of 
friends and acquaintances? There are so 
many options for “salvaging” well-maintained 
clothes, furniture, electrical appliances, 
bicycles, dishes, pots and pans from being 
discarded. And what do you have to offer?

TIPS
• Flea markets
• eBay classifieds
• “Second hand”
• Facebook
• Exchange markets
• Second hand books stores
• Second hand shops
• Charity establishments
• Old clothes containers 
• Hobbyists and small shops that refurbish 

bicycles, electrical appliances or furniture, 
etc.

REUSING
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GETTING PESTS UNDER CONTROL
Useful tips for pest control

BETTER SAFE THAN SORRY
Safety tips for your home

DOG, CAT… HOUSE
A wild how-to guide to having 

pets in rental apartments

KNOWING HOW  
IT WORKS
All about service charges

REALLY LET OFF STEAM
Everything you need to know about the  

right climate in your own four walls

HERE’S TO GOOD NEIGHBORS.
Tips and rules to create a good 

neighborly environment in apart-

ment buildings.

UNLOCK. INSPECT. MOVE IN.
Useful tips for the view of an apartment

APARTMENTS FOR SENIORS  
IN BERLIN

A relaxing place to grow older

DO YOU ALREADY 
KNOW ABOUT OUR 
OTHER GUIDES? 

BESTELLEN SIE  
IHREN RATGEBER UNTER:
030. 24 71 41 69
oder info@wbm.de

ORDER YOUR GUIDE HERE:
030. 24 71 41 69
or info@wbm.de




